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Frames of Reporting on Crimes Against Women
A Comparison of Before and After the Damages Judgement Due to the Press Coverage on
the Sexual Assault in 2014

Young-eun Kim*
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Crime news often sensationalizes incidents, particularly when women are the victims. While many
studies have suggested that improved reporting practices and proper reporting guidelines are
solutions for improper crime reporting, the reporting of crimes against women still has issues to
tackle. Media coverage of such crimes is important because it shapes the understanding of the issue
through framing. This study examined the types of crimes against women and the perpetrator-victim
relationship in the media from 2003 to 2022, and how the framing of these crimes changed,
particularly before and after the court awarded significant damages to the family of a victim due to
the media over-reporting of a sexual assault in 2014, also known as ‘the Ko Jongseok case.” A content
analysis was conducted. A total of 687 articles were analyzed from Chosun llbo, Dong-A llbo,
Hankyoreh, and Kyunghyang Shinmun. First, the research revealed disparities between the types of
crimes reported in the media and the actual incidence of these crimes. It highlighted that more violent
crimes, such as murder, were the most frequently covered. Moreover, analysis of the
perpetrator-victim  relationship data demonstrated that strangers (29.0%), relatives (27.5%),
acquaintances (21.4%), and lovers (20.4%), with about 70% of crimes against women occurred
between acquaintances. Unlike other crimes, crimes against women are overwhelmingly perpetrated
by acquaintances, so there is a need for official statistics and measures to be taken. Regarding the
format of frames, there was an observable shift: thematic frames, which extensively explore the
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causes of incidents and societal issues, initially increased while episodic frames decreased. Episodic
frames, which accounted for 94.3% of all format frames before 2014, decreased to 87.2%, and
thematic frames, which were 4.1%, increased to 9.7%. However, in recent years, there has been a
decline in thematic framing. In terms of content frames, the human interest frame experienced a
sharp decrease after 2014 from 40.2% to 23.8%. Conversely, frames associated with victim blaming -
consistently identified as problematic in previous studies - and the boundary-making frame, which
perceives crimes against women as mere criminal cases or those involved as distinct from the general
public, have increased. In addressing crimes against women, the media should take on the
responsibility of scrutinizing underlying causes, perpetrator relationships, and societal safety nets to
identify potential structural issues. Objective, gender-sensitive reporting and the providing of
appropriate information can significantly impact this issue. This necessitates media self-awareness,
continuous self-examination, journalist training, awareness campaigns, and further academic research
into crimes against women.

Keywords: Media Framing, Reporting on Crimes Against Women, Violence Against \Women,
Femicide
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AL A1 AXE A e} Z1eA Aldel tigt Arst F2 AR E}Axﬂﬂ}
AEL 7hApE 92 Qlaf laits doprA] et A7 HAgek el A, st
S e e el I L i e Lo A P = e s o7 e ) | = e =3 g 2
O AV 7 AR} A do] 9 thErt ek e UlEES Stk REgrh
W el wEd fefueke] M B 5 dAE ol Aol lrH 1S o) st
20115 A3, 2016: A=, 2004; SS9, 2016 HHEF, 2001 o) EAIZ.
FATAEY, 20160 AW, 2015 A8, 2012). ARIS Hwslar, o1 ARl A3 9
ofg] W7} dolut=Al, of®Al Al=Ao]al AR] 724’1 SHIAIE whee] AE v
UEAIE Tkl AlRksh= Aol ofet, dut tise] 3714,
A O FAE 115= ] Feitth AR W B 1830 vl dvt s
gpo o ks S dleh] ARk tis Al(penny paper) 9] 57 wlFE $17]
o) 0t (Schudson, 1978). 1 AAMke 25 FR3] A}=2o|a ZeAe] S]] gli= 4
ol A ARIES diwe] Sk A TS sl o] A oR tEAtE 271 Akl A
e WA Mz 715S do] A AL 7P RS AHsks dE Stk gtk A5e] 9
2] dEo] 5 W3 B WA wmehomRE Hlojd 4 gl ol A= WE Bt
o] e A F = s aAllol] wRtolth. AA|o] M TAE e ARV IREEAL =
%
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a3y &= (e} oy 20 ) WY
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oMtz a2 T1elAke SJail 3 et 3] st was fold o Y HAE
wepr] oA ok W el Feigh Zeqle] Alol7h Eeld el QlaL o= B &
o oel] S¥EHA. odo] FaAlell = EslaL Q]2 RlhaL Zisiate] e sl
=9 SAA BelA Hlojud Balar Qlths A1Ao] tiF-Eelt](Berns, 2001: Carll,
2003; Fairbairn & Dawson, 2013: Gillespie, Richards, Givens, & Smith, 2013;
Taylor, 2009), = 7FH-d4] Esp7h Aafj#lolepd o] ojd Zyglor WHE Wis
Sh=AlE T sl BRIt ool Jaiaiel Al 25, AW H vl S0 B=E 4T
B ) ATES W] Bl T 7 Freigh 2egle] Ajolt glom Al 4l olule:
=718 AeiaL luaL ofe ke AARE vk QICHAAE, 2002; Fhe<e, 2004 <,
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312D 5] Sl weh ARz Aol gk o] gk W ZAel] tigh wRle] g}
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B A3 7S vk & 10719 A 276l= 24 38l WA, AR B VR A
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T 7 @S AR o R XEH a7 w88 SR F shelARE, w2t B
o A Ak At k. 53], HEe] A A HEE dAgle] AdEAow o
A, O AR HEEq 9lor, o e o w25 vl It Dowler, Fleming,
& Muzzatti, 2006; Marsh, 1991; Sacco, 1995: Sheley & Ashkins, 1981) ¥z w2
AAY g Ao]a QIS Faldt AP & B fej= vlvhi=t}, d AR 1 e
H|555 (Gius & Lalli, 2014; Hernandez, 2018 Marsh, 1991; Sutherland, Easteal,
Holland, & Vaughan, 2019) =% djoi= ofur), =] ARE AR1 55 X3sh= 72
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1,972719014 20201 1,2107102 38.6% 7agirt. 1] A ez o] A 9= At

T
10971 =19 11.7%7} S7Hi0h ezl 21, 7=, W3} ofol] o] %7 whzol
ot *é%ﬁt APk 10447 35.8% <7130em, Ad<= =] djairte] tito] of/do)7] whiel

2 M AR wE e e et 5 ol de] vlge] YA o kvt e Js)
F o2 20114 83.9%01141 20201 89.2% = 71tk

& HHE AlefskaL AR AeEE Fs] Ea GAN WE e S 891
UKD, 2015). o= A& FEAkEe] A 7]-%} Wol o]z Erh= ARy} T3]
B ABLIEANT, 2022). AF3]F A 7F - vleiapt B HEE Bed o 53] U

Q) Allalo} & Aol WH Wi BE 54 Dol 4 e FoF AEoR W

Rz Wil A9 A= mHo] Zofel WS oM SR olRIA|AL Sl B B
gdout Z5 5ol Al HIde] didelt). @l A ARk HE e} wHo] ke &
Fom, =ololM= 1970l ARs] galslar ddsiAl v Ay JgEIG
(Dowler et al., 2006). A4 AR W=7} 24 o o] TR glom, Aik xR
T ZERErE AR Fee ol war, Ag HE Bk AR deoit W [ el
gk A5 oA E PSSl e B AddATelA A-E L e Dowler et al.,

2006; Gius & Lalli, 2014; Hernandez, 2017; Marsh, 1991; Sacco, 1995; Sheley &
Ashkins, 1981: Sutherland et al., 2019). H|S=8F Hz]o% QJIFH ARBIAI, A, =49
met t2Ad BREsa 9 wAE #4gle]l AZIEal JtkBjornstrom, Kaufman,
Peterson, & Slater, 2010; Caetano, Cunradi, Schafer, & Clark, 2000; Harris,
Gruenewald, & Tuttle, 2021: Pepin, 2016). #* ] AYAG-50] wj2yd AZEL2 &
B 73R whel] B dpgel i APdS A= sjelelx] ek, wlejiet vjelirle] ide a1
SHA AL 1S el veakE fH® Qs st Aol 1F 5ol thE
ApHAo] 3L R Al HiesbAY, o} oS HEaH| % HeE A ok Z10% &
A7 544, 2017: i‘éf‘é‘ol%“r 2020). 152(2004) = k= AEE0] W3] A}
A5 UEE gl olo] gy e s olgsiME vlx| AAS 5438 ZAd BASH=
7BeFe HEslon, oH§(2006) Jalatet ezt 7158 AR SN ARV S
ShaL Slthar AJ4etar, S1Es w3 W sl Al a7 541 5 v WAle] AskE
gk, of2] 91Ee] CCTV % £k shel] w7] 4 S Toje Wtk Hlie
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G I ASAR] Aol FEEE AR o] A= A w A QIrH T, 2015).
gE3) nrze] g, LA FelE UL o] S FAIRE Al e HARKE %A
He7t grls o] 53] 2 AR A4 AL glom(Z4/o}, 2
o JT HF A5 FeEes 719 2] 9
solgld, 2011) % Utk A Wz B AR ZRE dRdetar di=pAl7 | A ddo] Zst
uhzol] vk o] AlelA Bk F2E AlFste] TRzt WAl & e K],
1991). Hl¥e)(Taylor, 2009) #WAle]=(femicide, o1/dolel= o= WAdoll Al Aalds)
= 3) el A&l BlAl= g dd7slr] 918 19955 20001704 292709 7Hg%
2 AR A A TS B R, 28] daiakee] A 1A 0 R Hidks et
Ul vk Qe wl=e] 1980-90dth 7Hd W #9 K= A5 (Pagelow, 1981)°ll4%= &-5-4]
S& JAE Hldshs e AT 5= loH, ml, A, B o] H Aot Rlssg
AE HolFal Qitk(Alat, 2006: Bullock & Cubert, 2002: Chagnon, 2018: Dowler,
2004; Fairbairn & Dawson, 2013: Richards, Gillespie, & Smith, 2011). 53], *1%
o B5] Ao A, S AREIAIS, S me AEe] of9A tEA BEslal JEA|
A, 7He ESRE 9REY| o3k Zeolu} A BRd] Wi ot Zeols =
7P, AR AR 7 A AlAA o= el
2] B0 FARS AAsks Ul A A9 Bg AR, AL Y T e
TS FoM A EANEAS-0l8)d, 2011; o] 2H]- U482, 2014), F9E ARA,
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‘.4
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B57F tiRtolthEge579, 2018 olxI=, 2004: HFF 2010b: ¥#ef, 2009,
HE Bre] AR AR ] sl 7R thd AT SEE A18E A7 glont
(330718, 1996 FF-oleh, 2020) Aol 23T Aol =iekalA] ar A ¥
F 7 A AtEs HHH(2001) ¢F o]A9(2015) o] A7F ik #RETH(2001) = 20
d g2 Follrel 2MU1e) 19354, 1956\, 1976\, 19964 & 44 *] o] Al3d
o Ael W] 7E 8% (A 0R e A Hiee] SR WS Aviiked] W B
FEo] ol 7RF 2 W3} glo] A&H o AL w1 9SS dh T 11 elo]
o] o)A eftme} A1 HA B Al 7]91gkchar vlgkget. o]4jed(2015)- 4
Mz Bo] AEiE Av]7] 9ja 200435 20133704 1037 ol d4e), drdro)
HEE 2RI ZRE % Wz 7ARE BAF 2,058719] 7t A BEl Al de] 54
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Az B Z9d Al Bol A8 7 F shhks ofeldl7l(Tyengar, 1994) 9] w5+
old], s ZUS o] P4 Es o] AEAdel wet U8k ZeYd (episodic frame)
3} FAA ZeA(thematic frame) 02 Faic} daks] e ARde] U8l disl 2z
Ao 7leshe dFY AR T4 the B Zyqlo|ar, Sl Zelgde Aol 191 e A
A g2 AR A SRS TR ol o ZaEldolgt & S qlrk UieA SHelM =
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ol oV Ml el e ﬂ s BAE %ﬂm ’%g‘ﬂ?‘: O]E} 2002L4HE1 2007
Atolel ulat e Eetoluall ] WAlEh 266719 o o W] Hie ZQls w48
gl2-v)9} FE2E(Gillespie et al., 2013)& 71 ¢Ite] #4123l o)A vl W=, 53] 7
A EE B Zeqlow 1) Fsiat Hidep], 2) ARlS e ARlow dnistal], 3) =
Hel sl AR1e® 17|, 4) 7kl Al sk Al 1), 5) ZkiA7F A EAE 9
om 4 ?hﬂ 7Fsdt Aoz H7) 5o] 71 EskA AREITaL 418 vt Qirk. 19981 del] ¢

ﬂd
N,

-

ST AReell BE 7P o] £ AR AR 7IAF 230719] Eeols A EEY FHE
(Bullock & Cubert, 2002)+= o] & I8z} vkS 244 vida} P4 vldo= e,

7WIARE et 2l BEgh SjsliA) vidsly| Za|Qlell Etglom, T AR Hiws] dAye
ARE o] Seis, HHek Azlo R dulslels ZYdks AE el o® ERY. &%
ol 2013 g 3l E<F dold o F2 MHE A48 =2 dvl2~(Hernandez, 2018)+= 7}
7 9 )R WA, d99s Folo® 3R] TEa A ARPEAE TR K
= 1, 1) AR/ 29, 2) 7R/ Feks ($Eleh) tErks 289,
o) o), 4) AKSIA A ZE)9), T b) T 13} Zeglos R lelolol)
A Loyt ojx] Aol APAS B2 ABs(Chagnon, 2018)8 1) H&ZAR] HE Zg9l 2)
i} vidslr] 29, 3) ARSI A Zedl, 4) woled 4 9= W e B EE
A, szt vuide] 75 Agat Q1Fl wet vhEA] Uehbks uid el oigk 5t o
Zasptka A4 2loF Y(Lee & Wong, 2019)& A3l o] g Qel] 7]uks) 200415
Ei 20153704 Fiuiet A7) 17RellA] Besk 7 ol AR RIS 1) B shue] AR, 2)
22 7R7E e Wik AR, 3) 7t ZRRlARE obd 997F4] o), 4) de] 2 5 47HA
*ﬂu}i A% dck. it Zegle) Aidelut Wt 25 vER sh, =] A
A= FalAkE videhs Zele) ofel M2 ARl Bl v Zedl, e
S8 FjaRp} ek AlFETRE thEnis Zyi9le] RIME B s ER1g
=} wtje] Aol Wz B Zedlel] oiet A7Es F4199(1999) ) 7EE(2004),
EX|eH2009), HET(2010a)9] ATE e Utk FA1%9(1999)- 199435 H 199637}

A 230 AA 4749] Skt FFATAel| A7 A1 ofgle] A S, AslE, A, A
T AR 7IAE A8 1) 7RI 9] FAel Al 2) T BAR] B, 3) szl
rEel| gk T, 4) AE APde] nked S ek o g WA Alde] Eerdtiarl ¥t 1

O
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(2004)-2- 20006 9EHE] 20028 897k 2137 2B} SA ARl A™ o
HE s Zeldle SR, A3 S i 1) TRl el A, 2) ofd daiat
o] Bk}, 3) W EARe] A AV, 4) A BAL B) ofde) A FHepdet 5
6) YAt Hidslr] Sol vepom, A S Zelldd 7 k= 1) A4 w24 2) AR
gtet7], 3) A thek FAl] Sol AL AHFE. ook EA - Alio] A AJE
2k Hz] B ZEQlelilis & alolE Kol ske-S XAt o Tsiat wel
T WALl ARE7E SRR 7 iiden], W e frdut deigle] B
SRE A4 tVdAkE ths B3 Bkl vk $410H2009)+= 2008\ 14 &
drol A EH v 7S 2], AR S 2 TRl A
gl TAA G T1PARIskeaL oS o] dleirlk 1ds ol Aam A
of Fh= 7 THIE AAEiaL vkl 2430 Al s 27 1990
20001 Ih Zdk} S0k 5 AT EeEfal B RARE @7 dEo] ATehs Zedo] 7R
AP BlofupA] SretaL QIvks 22 Aol o=t vk §x]0H2009) 2] Al §A)
7} djaiak el Bisstaal shs 22 o] AR meuh aARl Zlow st Al A
B A0 Tl S A, TR AL, At slsial vidke: A3k
w A ol o M Rzl Wale g ow Fehs Ale HaE shent
71 AN Zel]) B VIR AN9H FEE sl dnk i FoF AddATelA Al
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Table 2. Chi-square Test on Framing Changes in Reporting on Crimes against Women Before and After
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Figure 1. 2003-2022 Changes in format frames over the years in reporting on crimes against women
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Figure 2. 2003-2022 Changes in content frames over the years in reporting on crimes against women
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Table 3. Chi-square Test on Format Framing Changes in Reporting on Crimes against Women by Newspapers

AML ol EZE] HRI2
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e = 0 22%2) 31%2) 1.1% 1) 14%(1) 6.1%6) 26%((2) 27%3)
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P (.044) (.542) (.051) (.639)

Table 4. Chi-square Test on Content Framing Changes in Reporting on Crimes against Wormen by Newspapers
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2003~13 2014~22 2003~13 2014~22 2003~13 2014~22 2003~13 2014~22
(84) (92) (64) (89) (70) (98) (78) (112)
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