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FEAAoleha 3 4 IeHAG L, 1996). A Aolol] M, AEAYL ofme 2
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A At ool uj 2= Gl 28S wE=o] XY=t Meenaghan, 2001), ©1%
ol2fgt Ae] sFo] A=A AEAY 7R npAE ZEo] Adfol|A] AHREY]
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EAA] B A5 a3 FAE EHaL QIoK ol o]k - ARIE, 2004; AFFEE -
AT, 2008; THFE, 2008).
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A A RS ATlsk= UHE ulAE 9] Wln]|E Al381A "thJjohar & Pham, 1999).
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Abstract

A Multidimensional Study of the Effects
of Familiarity of Olympics Character,
Game Playfulness, and Event
Engagement on Sponsorship
Consequences

Lee, Hyung Min*
Associate professor, Department of Media Communication, Sungshin Women's University

Lee, Dong Hwan
Adjuct professor, Department of Communication, Dankook University

Jun, Jong Woo**
Professor, Department of Communication, Dankook University

This study examined the independent and interactive effects of Olympics character
familiarity, game playfulness perception, and event engagement on sponsorship
effects through two research model verifications. First, the model 1 was tested by
multiple regression analysis, and it was found that Olympics character familiarity and
event engagement had a statistically significant positive influence on consumers’
sponsorship awareness. On the other hand, game playfulness has played a negative
role in an indirect way by offsetting the positive influence of event engagement on
official sponsor sponsorship recognition. In the model 2, a structure equation
modeling demonstrated a mediating model in which Olympics character familiarity
enhances game playfulness, game playfulness enhances credibility with the sponsor
company, and ultimately the credibility of the sponsor company is linked to favorable

attitudes toward the sponsor company. These findings evoke academic and practical
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interests in the research topics that have not been actively discussed in previous
sponsorship-related studies, and provide a basis for various theoretical discussions

and extended applications.

KEY WORDS Sponsorship » Sports mega event ¢ Pyeongchang Winter
Olympics e Character ¢ Playfulness ¢ Engagement
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